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IL L. the arcs Nations, who Trade to the Coaſt of 
Africa, particularly the Datch, French, Dares, Branden- 
bupers, &c. have, from the nature and uncommon Cir- 
| ces of that Trade, found it i 
ully, by any other Method, 
TOCK, with exclnſive and other encou- 
Companies which 
rpoſe, are always protected and 
ive Countries; which are 
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than 


with 
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All theſe Foreign Companies have, for the Improvement of 
their Trade, found nece ny to enter into — Confe- 
derations, with as many of the Petty Kings and little Sovereign 
States, along the Coaſt of Africa, as Ar | 
endeavouring to enhanſe the Trade of the ſeveral Countries be- 


| longing to their re ſpective Confederates. 


They found it likewiſe impraQticable to ſupport and preſerve theſe 
Alliances, without engaging the Natives Friendſhip, by certain 
agreeable Preſents, from Time to Time, on the one hand; and main- 

taining a cogſtant erciye Power on the Coaſt, for curbing the 

natuff If ncies#and Harbarie of the /geagrality of their Tem. 
pers, on tile other hand, as Occiſion may happen to require: And 
for that end, all the aforeſaid Companies have erected, and do 
always maintain Forts, Factories, and Settlements along the Coaſt : 

And ſuch of _ Forts and, Settlements, as are commonly beſt 
provided and ſupply'd, from Time to Time, with Earopee» Goods 
and Neceflaries,. Proper for the Trade of Gainey, and whoſe Pro- 
prietots, or their Agents, are moſt idexterous in managing the aſore- 
ſaid Alliances, are always moſt likely, of courſe, to ſucceed in 
enhanſing and carrying away with them the greateſt Part of that 


Trade. 


But indeed the Dreh Company has ſo far got the Start of all 
the abo wn'd, by encreafing the Number of their 
derer; and, tending. their Alliances, and in the Experi- 
ence pf the pkpere Methods o practiſing 1 the Natives, ac- 

cording to the ſevdfal Circumſtances of ſuch di 


h different Emergen- 

cies as do and muſt daily happen, that hitherto all the aforeſaid 

Companies, jointly conſidered, are ſcarcely to be look'd upon as 

8 with the Dutch aloue, in the Trade of the Gold- 
oaſt · 1 . | 


+ « oy . a es 
_ Thy A likewih ever ſince they got the firſt Footing on 
the Coaſt of Ar the Reign of King James the Firft, have 
traded thither by Companies, one after another, with JOIN T- 
STOCKS; and have, endeavoured, all along, to erect Forts and 
Settlements, for the aforeſaid Ends : But none of theſe Companies 
being ever Eſtabliſh'd with the Sanktion of a Parliamentary Con- 
ftitution, 2 Door was always left open, for frequently diſturbing 
their Meaſures, embarraſſing their Deſigns, and interrupting the 
.Progrels of their Trade and Acquificions; and that chiefly-upon 
1810 5 a a divided Intereſt, which has been always, more or 
less, keep'd up among our ſelves, both at Home and Abroad; in- 
ſomuch, that, at ſeveral Periods of Time, needleſs to be here 
mention d, our Trade to 1 been, oftener than once, whol- 
Ay relinquiſh'd, for ſome Years together, by reafon of the Intru- 
fron and irregular Proceedings of Interlopers, and the deſtructive 
' Conſequences which Diviſions never fail to produce in any ſuch 


Undertakings. * 
1 
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Yet after the} preſent Royal Africau- Company was, in the 
Year 1672. Eſtabliſh'd by a New Charter; with excluſive Privi- 
ledges, and had the Countenance and Prorection of the Govern- 
ment at the Time; with few or no Interruptions, for a courſe 
of ſome Years together; They purchas'd, erected, maintain'd, and 
repair'd a conſiderable Number of Forts, Factories, and Settle- 
ments, on the Coaſt of Africa; They contracted many Alliances 
with the Natives, and renewed the ſame, from Time to Time, ac- 
cording as the Circumſtances of their Affairs 1 3 They in- 
troduced and encourag'd the making of ſeveral forts of Woollen 
and other Manufactures, proper for the Trade of Geizey, not for- 
merly manufactured in Exg/and, and reduced the making thereof to 
« ſtaple and fettled Goodneſs; They exported yearly upwards. of 
70000 Pounds worth of the ſaid Woollen and other Manufactures; 
and gave far better Prices for the ſame, than what uſually is now 
given for. the like; They furniſh'd the Weſtern Plantations with 
conſtant Supplies of conſiderable Numbers of Negroes, at very mo- 
derate Rates; the Produce of whoſe Labour has added very much 
to the Publick Revenue and Riches of this Kingdom; They im- 
ported conſiderable Quantities of Gold-Duſt, Elephant-Tecth, Red- 
wood, and other Goods fit for being manufactured at Home; and 
in effect manag'd Matters fo, both Abroad and at Home, as that, 
for ſeveral Years together, their Trade did not only produce an 
annual Dividend of certain Profits, to all the particular Adventu- 
rers in the Joint-Stock, beſides a Multiplicatzon of their Capital, but 
likewiſe ſeveral other Publick and National Advantages to the 
whole Kingdom, and the Britiſb Plantations in general. | 


From all which. it may be rationally concluded, that, if the pre- 
ſent Company's Charter had been confirmed, by an Act of Parlia- 
ment, ſo as to have prevented the many Obſtructions and Diffi- 
culties, which they have been forced to ſtruggle with, theſe Twenty 
Years laſt paſt, the Britiſh Intereſt on the Coaſt of Africa, had been, 
by this Time, in a much more flouriſhing Condition than can poſ- 
ſibly be conſiſtent with a precarious Conſtitution, which admits of 
all the pernicious Conſequences. that mult naturally attend a divi- 
ded Intereſt, eſpecially in a Trade where, we have all the Strata- 
gems and —__ Power of ſuch. formidable Foreiga Competitors 
to deal with, r | 9 | 


+ However, ſo it happened, that, ſoon after the Revolution, the 
Interlopers breaking in upon the Priviledges of the Royal African- 
Company's Charter; and thereafter the Parliament being, in the 
Vear 1697. induced, for an Experiment, to grant a Permiffion to 
all his Majeſty's Subjects, as well as the Company, to Trade to and 
from Africa, they paying to the Company a Duty of Ten ps Cent. 
upon their Exports, towards defraying the Charge and Expeaces 
of ther Forts and Settlements in thoſe Parts; the Trade has ever 
ſince fallen into great Diſorders and Confuſions. For, 


N . * 
* 

4 
* 4 - 


Fo, 


[4] 


Firſt, The unbounded Liberty allowed, by theſaid Act, to all Per- 
ſons whatſoever, to Trade to Africa, without any uniform Influ- 
ence, or pre- concerted Rules of Management, has rendred the Bri- 
tiſh Intreſt on that Coaſt ſo divided, and the Conſequences attend- 
ing the different Methods of Trading there ſo very precarious, that 
the Natives of Africa have thereby an Opportunity of impoſing 
what they pleaſe, as well upon the ſeperate Traders, as upon the 
Company, to the general Prejudice of this Kingdom; inſomuch, 
that, ſince the Commencement of the Liberty allowed by the ſaid 
AR, the Prices of Goods and Merchandizes imported into Gainey, 
are diminiſhed to at leaſt the one half of what they produced for- 
merly, and alſo the Prices of Negroes are advanced to much more 
than the double of their former Prices: Which evidently proceeds 
from the Advantage which the Natives take of their having variety 
of Chap-Men ; whereas before, they could have recourſe only to 
the Company's Settlements and Ware-houſes. 


Secondly, Our Foreign Rivals in this Commerce do, upon all Oc- 
caſions, foment and encourage thoſe Diviſions which muſt unavoid- 
ably happen betwixt Traders who have different Intereſts; and they 
iaſtruct the Natives how to make their Advantage from thence, 
becauſe theſe our Foreign Competitors do hope that, if all Britiſb 
Adventurers be once diſcourag'd, ſo as to relinquiſh their Forts and 
Settlements, the former may engroſs this Traffick wholly to them- 
ſelves ; and they are ſo bent u their own Profit, that they not 
only inſtigate the Natives chiefly againſt the Royal African - Com- 
pany (as their moſt formidable and puifſant Competitor) but have 
likewiſe in conjunction with that of their Native Allies, fre- 
quently endeavoured to extirpate and deſtroy the Britiſßh Com- 
merce there; as the Dutch did the Exgliſh Factories in the Spice- 
Iſlands, ' and other parts of India, which could never. be re- 


gain'd. | 
S 


' Thirdly, Tho? the Novelty of a Conſtitution laying the Trade 
to Africa open by a Law, did at firſt tempt many Inconſiderate 
Perſons,” who knew little or nothing of the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances'of that Trade, to adventure their Stocks in Trading ſeperately 
to Africa; inſomuch, that in one Year, they ſent Eighty One 
"Veſſels thither; yet their Loſſes and Diſappointments, for the Rea- 
ſons already given, have been ſuch, that for ſome Years laſt paſt, 
they have not ſent out above One Fifth of that number of Ships 
per Aunum; fo that it may be juſtly ſaid, that they have not only 
done themſelves, and the Company too, abundance of damage; 

but have likewiſe been the Inſtruments of endangering the Total 


loſs of that Trade to the Nation. 


Fortih, The Company labouring, all this time, under the preſ- 
ſure of many unſurmountable Difficulties and Diſcouragements, by 
reaſon of frequent Captures, and moſt injurious Combinations 


againſt them, both at Home and Abroad, were ſtill nevertheleſs 
forced 


> A 124 
forced to be at a continued vaſt Charge and Expence in maintain- 
ing their Forts and Settlements, and keeping up the face of a 
Trade, until they could have a fair opportunity of laying. their 
Caſe before the Parliament: But finding it impracticable for ei- 
ther themſelves or the ſeparate Traders, to Trade profitably, on 
the foot of the preſent Conſtitution, have not Traded for near ſo 
much as otherways they would have done. So that the Planters 
in America do grievouſly complain that, theſe. five or fix Years 
paſt, the Company and ſeparate Traders together, have not ſup- 
plied them, with ſufficient Numbers of Negroes ; and that theſe 
they get, do coſt them more than double the Prices which they 
formerly paid for them. 7 ; 


From all which Premiſes, it may eaſily. be demonſtrated : = 


EFirſt, That the preſervation and im- 

| provement of the Trade to Africa, is 

11 2 lil a matter of very high importance to 
this Kingdom, and the Plantations there- 
unto belonging. 98 T 


ci Secondly, That Forts and Settlements 

10; on the Coalt, and Alliances with the 
I ide Natives, are abſolutely neceſſary for 
244 + | , the Defence, Preſeryation and Improve- 

Nn een, ment of that Trade. | FS f | 


1 | 74 | Zen voran ; 
a 11 1. 2 uThirdh, That, by any other Me- 
| 44+ *,, | thod, than that of a Joint-Stock, with 
| excluſive Priviledges, the ſaid Forts, 
4 od Serticments and Alliances can never be 
LM. BL 10091544 effeQually maintain'd, and the ſaid 
TID. 3ptoig 2; va Trade carried on, ſo as to be made a 
5 Permanent, Creditable and Advanta- 
geous Trade to Britain,  — © 


4 $- 
a" # ſ * 


Tho', by whar is already ſaid, the Truth of the aforeſaid three 
Propofitions is made very evident; yet for enforcing the ſame fur- 
ther, the following Conſiderations are ſubjoin de. 
4939 (1.39544 n SEE | be 

f Ft There was never yet any ſubſtantial Commerce in the 
World carried on, but by means of mutual Alliances and Con- 
federations made with the Natives, how Barbarous ſocyer: And 
ix is maniſeſt, that Alliances of this Nature can be made only by | 
Rue eme ren, or by Powers derived from them, to Bodies- 
Politick and Communities; who are Stable, Permanent and Re- 
ſponſidie; continually ready upon * Place, by their Agents, to 


* 


expoſtulate 


* 


% 
7 


6 


[6] 
expoſtulate with, or give ſatisſaction to their Allies: Which can 
never be maintain'd with Individuals or ſingle Perſons, who be- 


ing Tranſient and Mortal; no Man knows where to find them, 
When they happen to commit any Injuries. 


_ Secondly, Without ſome fix*d Society, veſted with a conſiderable 
Joint-Stock and ſuitable Priviledges, there can be no ſure. depen- 
dance upon having the Britiſh Plantations ſupplied duly with tut- 
ficent Numbers of Negroes, at moderate or certain Rates; nor up- 
on making any advantageous Contracts with the Spaniards, or 
| Portugueze, to furniſh them with Negroes in their Weſt- Indies. 


Thirdly, It's very obſervable that all the Attempts ever made 
of Trading from hence, either to the Eaft- Indies, or the Coaſt of 
Africa, in the Method of an open Trade, have proved always 
| abortive; For while the Trade to the E/f-Indies lay open from 
the Year 1653, to the Year 1657, that Method proved fo very 
- deſtructive to the ſeveral private Nader thither; that the Go- 
verning Power, at that time, found it neceſſary to unite them all 
into one Joint-Company, with a Joint-Stock : And tho? in the 
Year 1698, an Act of Parliament was obtain'd for laying that 
Trade open, in the Method of a regulated Company; yet upon 
tryal, the ſeparate Traders, who procured that Act, found it ne- 
ceſſary to unite themſelves, ſo as to Trade only with one Joint- 
Stock: And tho” there was ſeemingly an irreconcileable Con 
teſt between the New and Old Company, yet both of them be- 
came fo ſenſible of tHe deſtructive Conſequences of Trading by a 
divided Intereſt, that they are now at laſt happily Join'd into 
one Company, having the ſame Joint-Stock, Intereſt and Deſigns. 
Ir is to be remembred likewiſe, that while the Trade to Apes 
was laid open, before the Reſtauration of King Charles II. the 
Dutch. Company took ſuch Advantages of the ſeparate Traders 
that their Loſſes were computed to about 300000 J. as appear'd 
thereafter by their Peticions to the King: Whereupon His Ma- 
jeſty in the Year 1662, granted a Charter to the preſent Com- 
pany's Predeceſſors. ; 


Foarthly, To obviate the private Traders groundleſs Suggeſtions, 
concerning the Company's Forts and Settlements, it is thought 
fit to be made known, that the Royal African- Company paid 
34900 J. to their Predeceſſors, for the few Forts and Settlements, 
which remained in their Poſſeſſion, at the time of furrendring their 
Charter; and theſe were only two on the North Coaſt, vis. 
James. Iſland and Scerra- Leon, and one upon the Gold-Coaſt, viz. 
Cape-Corfe-Caſtie; which were then but in a very ordinary con- 
dition, and out of repair. But the Company has, ſince that time, 
bought the Danes-Fort, rebuilt and enlarged the ſaid Forts and 
Settlements, and built the ſeveral other Fortifications of Sherbrow, 
Dickes-Cove, Saccundee, Commenda, Queen Arnn's-Point, Annamaboe, 
Winebah, Accra and Whidah, beſides the ſettling W * 
; | | actories 


ä 

Factories on the Gold-Coaſt: The Charge of all which, together 
with that of providing them with Great-Guns, Small Arms, Am- 
munition and Stores of all Sorts, their conſtant Supplies and Re- 
pairs, and the Intereſt of that Money, ſo long ago advanced and 
laid out, has amounted to ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Pounds: 
So that all things conſidered, the Company's preſent eſtimation 
of them, will appear to be very moderate, whatever the private 
Traders do or may Malicioufly ſuggeſt to the contrary. 


Upon the whole Matter, as the Company, under all theſe Diſ- 
couragements formerly mention'd, have (in order to preſerve 
this Trade from falling into the hands of other Nations). paid in 
ſeveral additional Sums of Money, upon the reſpective Shares of 
their Joint-Stock; ſo now, that they may not loſe the reaſonable 
hopes of reaping ſome benefit, at laſt, from the foundation, which 
they have laid of ſecuring ſo eſſential a Trade to the Nation, 
they are ſtill willing ta advance a further Stock, ſufficient to ſup- 
port and improve the ſaid Trade, in every Branch thereof, if they 
may receive ſutable encouragement from the Parliament, for en- 
abling them to carry on the ſame. 7 


It is an eaſie thing to unſettle and deſtroy a Trade, not with - 
out great Labour, Danger and Expence acquired. But it will be 
very difficult to regain it, if once loſt, eſpecially this of Gaines, 
which all our Neighbour Nations Pp thirſt to gain from 
us; and which it deſerted hut for a very. ſhort ſpace of time} _ 
would certainly be poſſeſſed either by the French or Dutch, ſo as 
not likely to be regain'd from them. And therefore it is hoped, 
that it will be Maturely and Seriouſly coafidered how great a 
Damage the Loſs of, this Trade would be th the Kingdom. And 
that, it will evidently appear, the only means to preſerve the 
, ſame, is by inveſting the Company with Priviledges ſutable to 

thoſe granted to. the Companies of other Nations. 
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